
 

 

 

 

Languages Progression - Phonics, Reading and Writing 

Lower Key Stage Two Upper Key Stage Two 

In Year 3 children will: In Year 4 children will: In Year 5 children will:  In Year 6 children will:  

Learn how to pronounce:  
●​ the phoneme é. 
●​ the phoneme ch 
●​ the phoneme un 
●​ the phoneme u  
●​ un and une correctly 
●​ the phonemes i, in, eu and th 
●​ the phoneme j 
●​ the phonemes a and the short e 
●​ the phoneme ai 
●​ the nasal phoneme on 
●​ the r phoneme correctly 

 
Read and understand some familiar 
written words and short phrases, 
sometimes using visual cues. 
 
Read aloud individual words and short 
phrases with accurate pronunciation. 
 
Write some familiar simple words from 
memory, with plausible spelling. 
 
Copy words and short phrases 
accurately. 
 

Be able to identify the ‘ou’ sound and 
say a tongue twister including the 
sound. 
 
Pronounce words with the  
●​ ‘on’ and ‘om’ nasal sounds. 
●​ ‘e’ sound. 
●​ ‘an’ sound. 
●​ ‘r’ sound accurately. 
●​ ‘ch’ sound accurately. 
●​ phoneme ‘eu’ correctly. 
 
Read aloud a series of sentences with 
accurate pronunciation and intonation. 
 
Write several short phrases or sentences 
from memory with understandable 
spelling. 
 
Translate phrases or simple sentences 
from French to English/English to 
French. 
 
Write sentences accurately using 
support such as a sentence builder or 
word list to check spellings. 

Learn how to pronounce the  
●​ ‘j’ phoneme correctly. 
●​ ‘a’ phoneme correctly. 
●​ ‘qu’ phoneme  accurately. 
●​ ‘oi’ phoneme correctly. 
●​ ‘ai’phoneme  accurately. 
●​ words starting with ‘h’. 
 
Know which letters are silent at the end 
of words. 
 
Understand the liaison rule where 
letters which are usually silent are 
pronounced before a vowel. 
 
Develop accuracy in pronunciation and 
intonation. 
 
Read a variety of short texts. 
 
Frequently re-read a variety of short 
texts.  
 
Write words, phrases and short 
sentences, using a reference. 
 

Learn how to pronounce parts of ‘être’ 
and ‘avoir’ correctly, especially silent 
letters. 
 
Read aloud with excellent 
pronunciation. 
 
Pronounce the letters of the French 
alphabet. 
 
Read and understand the main points 
and some detail from a short written 
passage.  
 
Read and respond to a story.  
 
Read short, authentic texts for 
information.  
 
Write sentences on a range of topics.  
 
Use knowledge of word and text 
conventions to build sentences.  



Substitute one element in a simple 
phrase or sentence to vary the meaning 
 
Translate phrases or simple sentences 
from French to English/English to 
French. 

Apply knowledge of rules when building 
sentences. 
 
Manipulate language by changing an 
element in a sentence. 
 
Apply grammatical knowledge to make 
sentences. 

 
 

 
 

 


