
 

 

          
 

  History Knowledge Progression - Governance (democracy, empire, equality, government, law, monarchy, oppression, parliament, politics) 

EYFS Key Stage 1  Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Across EYFS pupils will know that:  Across KS1 pupils will know that:  In lower KS2 pupils will know that:  In upper KS2 pupils will know that:  

The King or Queen rules the 
country.  

King Charles III is our King and 
Prince William will be our future 
King.  
 
Queen Elizabeth II was the 
longest reigning monarch of the 
UK.  
 
The monarch lives at Buckingham 
Palace.  
 
The Prime Minister is in charge of 
our government.  
 
Queen Elizabeth I was a Tudor 
Queen and daughter of Henry 
VIII.  
 
Queen Victoria ruled for 64 years 
and this time was called the 
Victorian period.  
 
During The Great Fire of London, 
King Charles II told the Mayor to 
pull down the houses.  

Ancient civilisations included a 
government structure.  
 
During the Iron Age, systems of 
governance developed in Britain 
with tribal groups ruled by local 
chieftains.  
 
When the Romans invaded Britain, 
local chieftains were given a choice 
of whether to ‘cooperate’ with 
Rome under their control or face 
the might of their army. 
 
A pharaoh was the head of state in 
Ancient Egypt.  

The arrival of the Angles, Saxons and Jutes 
from AD450 signalled a change from a unified 
Roman empire to disparate kingdoms who 
warred and fought one another for control 
 
There was no unifying monarch for the 
majority of the Anglo Saxon period. They 
settled into a heptarchy.  
 
By the end of the Anglo Saxon period, there 
was a ‘unification’ of the Saxon kingdoms into 
a Saxon led England.  
 
In Ancient Greece, the city states of Athens 
and Sparta were rivals and had different laws 
and rules.  
 
Ancient Athens became strong due to 
intelligent thinkers and leaders and was a 
democracy run by the people.  
 
The prolonged conflict between the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings changed how 
England looked politically, from Danelaw to 
the eventual unification of England as a single 
nation. 
 
Alfred was the only king to be called Great.  
 
William Wilberforce was a MP for Hull and 
the local area.   

 


