
 

 

 

 

 History Knowledge Progression - Settlement (discovery, farming, migration) 

EYFS Key Stage 1  Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Across EYFS pupils will know that:  Across KS1 pupils will know: In lower KS2 pupils will know that:  In upper KS2 pupils will know that:  

A house/home is where people live.  
 
Some houses that were built a long 
time ago are still standing today.  
 
Castles were homes belonging to a 
King or Queen.  
 
People from different countries 
have moved to live in this country.  

Many features of the local area.  
 
Reasons for, and understand 
why, people might choose to 
live in the local area.  
 
How and why the local area has 
changed over time.  
 
That people may choose to live 
in a village, town or city. 
 

In the early part of the Stone Age, people were 
hunter gatherers and did not live in a fixed location 
whereas in the later part, people turned from 
being hunter-gatherers to staying in one locality.  
 
In the Neolithic era migrants arrived from Europe 
and brought new ideas about farming and they 
began to settle in one place.  
 
In the late Neolithic and early Bronze Age, homes 
began to be permanent structures to match the 
change in lifestyle.  
 
The Ancient Sumer were the first great civilisation 
of the world in Iraq.  
 
The Indus Valley civilisation grew in Northern India.  
 
The Shang Dynasty was one of China’s first 
civilisations.  
 
The first settlements of these ancient civilisations 
developed close to rivers.  
 
Hull and Beverley were bombed during World War 
Two due to their location near a river. 
 
Children were evacuated to the countryside during 
the war to protect them.  
 
The Nile was fundamental to life in Ancient Egypt 
and settlements used it for drinking, fighting, 
hunting and transport.  

In the Anglo-Saxon period, people 
tended to live in small village groups 
but this changed over the period.  
 
Settlement in Beverley began when 
St John established a monastery on 
the site of Beverley Minster.  
 
The Vikings settled in Britain due to 
pull and push factors around wealth 
and land.  
 
Baghdad is a city that was built near 
the Tigris River. It was built in this 
location because people could easily 
travel to it and trade from it.  



 


