
 

 

 
 

Biology - Evolution and inheritance progression of substantive knowledge 

Statements in red are from linked science units.  

Year Core Knowledge 

EYFS Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.  
(EYFS – Living things and their habitats) 

KS1  
Cycle A 

Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend 
on each other. (Y2 - Living things and their habitats) 

KS1  
Cycle B 

Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults.  
(Y2 - Animals, including humans) 

Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend 
on each other. (Y2 - Living things and their habitats) 

Year 3 Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within 
rock. (Y3 - Rocks) 

Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed 
formation and seed dispersal. (Y3 - Plants) 

Year 4 
 

Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. (Y4 - Living things and their habitats) 

Year 5 Describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals.  
(Y5 - Living things and their habitats) 

Year 6 Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. 

 

 
 


